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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Kathleen Bertrand

person

Bertrand, Kathleen, 1951-
Alternative Names: Kathleen Bertrand;

Life Dates: october 17, 1951-

Place of Birth: Atlanta, Georgia, UsA

Residence: Atlanta, Georgia

Work: Atlanta, Georgia

Occupations: nonprofit executive

Biographical Note

Jazz singer and nonprofit executive Kathleen Bertrand was born on october 17, 1951 in
Atlanta, Georgia to nan Jackson and William Jackson. Bertrand graduated from Henry
W. Grady High school in 1969, and earned her B.s. degree in english from spelman
College in 1973.

From 1974 to 1978, Bertrand worked as spelman College's director of alumni affairs. In
1983, Bertrand became a membership account executive for the Atlanta Convention &
Visitors Bureau (ACVB), a private, non-profit organization. Later, she became the
organization’s advertising and membership manager before becoming ACVB’s vice
president of membership and community affairs in 1990. In this position, Bertrand
launched a number of projects in Atlanta, including: Diversity in the Hospitality
Industry summit, the Hospitality student summit and ACVB’s Diversity Marketing
Advisory Council. she also developed Atlanta Heritage, an annual visitor’s guide
targeted at African American tourists. Bertrand became senior vice president of
community and government affairs at ACVB; and in 2007, founded Hospitality
Industry professionals, a networking organization for those of diverse hospitality
backgrounds.

An accomplished singer, Bertrand performed at the 1992, 1994 and 1996 olympic
Games. In 1999, she independently released her first jazz album, All of Me. Then, in
2002, she penned the national theme song, “What They see is What They’ll Be” for the
100 Black Men of America, Inc. That same year, Bertrand recorded her second album,
no regrets, which was released by Gold Circle records, followed by her third album,
reasons for the season. In 2006, she recorded her fourth album, new standards. Then,
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in 2009, Bertrand co-founded the BronzeLens Film Festival of Atlanta. BronzeLens
was a founding partner of Ava DuVernay’s African American Film Festival releasing
Movement. Bertrand released her fifth album, Katharsis, in 2011. Bertrand has opened
for a number of performers, including: Tony Bennett, ray Charles, rachelle Ferrell and
roy Ayers. Additionally, she performed the national Anthem for several of Atlanta’s
professional sports teams, as well as for former presidents Bill Clinton and George W.
Bush.

Bertrand served on the Grady Hospitality Academy Industry Advisory Board, the
MACoC education Committee, the Advisory Board for north Atlanta High school
Hospitality program, the Tourism and Hospitality Advisory Committee of Atlanta
Technical College, the Black Women’s Film network, and the Atlanta Community
Food Bank. she was recognized as the Atlanta Business Chronicle’s Top Hospitality
Industry Leader, one of Atlanta’s Top 100 Black Women of Influence by the Atlanta
Business League, and as the Most Influential African Americans in the Meetings &
Tourism Industry by Black Meetings & Tourism Magazine. Bertrand and her husband,
Andre Bertrand, have four children: Ikechi, Amichi, Chioma, and Chinela.

Kathleen Bertrand was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on october 3, 2016.

Related Entries

Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Henry W. Grady High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

diploma

Spelman College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

BA in English

Spelman College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1974 to 1978]

Director of Alumni Affairs

Roy Ayers [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1979 to ?]

Lead and Background Vocals

Various Jobs [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1980 to 1983]

Receptionist, Copywrite Secretary

Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 198303 to 20150630]

SVP Community and Govt. Affairs

Black Women film Network [MEMBEROf]
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[from 1996 to 2014]

Board

Hospitality Industry Professionals - HIP Atlanta [MEMBEROf]
[from 2007 to ?]

founder

Atlanta Community food Bank [MEMBEROf]
[from 2010 to 2014]

Advising Board

Atlanta Jazz festival foundation [MEMBEROf]
[from 2012 to 2015]

Board

AIB Network [MEMBEROf]
[from 2013 to ?]

Board Chair, Programming Committee
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