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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable George Forbes

person

Forbes, George L., 1931-
Alternative Names: The Honorable George Forbes;

Life Dates: April 4, 1931-

Place of Birth: Memphis, Tennessee, UsA

Residence: Bradenton, FL

Occupations: Lawyer; City Council Member

Biographical Note

Lawyer and city council member George L Forbes was born on April 4, 1931 in
Memphis, Tennessee to Cleveland and eleanor Forbes. He served a two-year tour of
duty in the U.s. Marine Corps after graduating from high school and then moved to the
Cleveland area in the 1950s. Forbes received his B.A. degree from Baldwin-Wallace
College in Berea, ohio in 1957 and his J.D. degree from the Cleveland Marshall
College of Law in 1961. He was admitted to both the ohio state Bar Association and
the Federal Bar Association in 1962.

In 1963, he secured a seat on the Cleveland City Council where he served in various
capiticies for the next twenty-seven years. He assisted Carl B. stokes in his 1967
mayoral campaign, making stokes the first black mayor of a major U.s. city, and
helped to establish the 21st District Congressional Caucus which improve race relations
within the ohio Democratic party. In 1971, Forbes became a founding partner of
rogers, Hornton & Forbes (now Forbes, Fields & Associates Co., L.p.A.) – the first
African American law firm established in Cleveland, ohio and the largest minority-
owned law firm in the state of ohio. In 1973, Forbes became the first African
American to be elected as president of the Cleveland City Council where he served
until 1989, and was instrumental in the merging of the city-owned Cleveland Transit
system with the new Greater Cleveland regional Transit Authority in 1974. In 1992,
Forbes was elected as president of the Cleveland Chapter of the national Association
for the Advancement of Colored people (nAACp).

Forbes served in a number of civic organizations, including the Cleveland Chapter of
The national Urban League, the Council of economic opportunity, the Businessmen’s
Interracial Committee on Community Affairs, the John Harlan Law Club, and the
national Association of Defense Lawyers for Criminal Cases. In 1990, Cleveland state
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University honored Forbes with the Distinguished Alumni Award. In addition, Forbes
received Honorary Doctorate degrees from Central state University in 1989 and
Baldwin-Wallace College in 1990. Forbes received the top honor bestowed by the
nAACp, the Freedom Award, in 2009.

Forbes is married to Mary Fleming Forbes. They have three daughters, Lauren Forbes,
Mildred Forbes and Helen Forbes Fields, and three grandchildren, William, Camille,
and Brando

George L. Forbes was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on May 9, 2013.

Related Entries

Baldwin Wallace University [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Cleveland-Marshall College of Law [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

J.D.

Manassas High school [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Hyde Park Elementary school [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Cleveland, Ohio Ward 27 [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1963 to ?]

Councilman

Forbes, Fields & Associates Co., L.P.A. [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1966 to ?]

Partner

Cleveland City Council [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from 1974 to 1989]

Council President

National Association of Defense Lawyers [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Cuyahoga Bar Association [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Ohio Bar Association [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]
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Member

Cleveland Bar Association [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Legal Aid society [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) [MEMBEROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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