
file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2012_149_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:43:49 pM]

Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Reginald Van Lee

person

Van Lee, reggie, 1957-
Alternative Names: reginald Van Lee;

Life Dates: May 8, 1958-

Place of Birth: Houston, Texas, UsA

Residence: new York, nY

Occupations: Management Consultant

Biographical Note

Management consultant reginald Van Lee was born on May 8, 1958 in Houston, Texas
to Tommie Lee and eva elnora Jefferson Lee. Van Lee received his B.s. degree in
engineering from Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1979; and, in 1980,
he earned his M.s. degree in civil engineering from MIT. Upon graduation, Van Lee
was hired by exxon production research Company as a research engineer. In 1982, he
entered the M.B.A. program at Harvard Business school, and he interned at Booz Allen
Hamilton during the summer of 1983. In 1984, after graduating with his M.B.A. degree
in business administration, Van Lee was hired at Booz Allen Hamilton.

In 1993, Van Lee was promoted to partner at the Booz Allen Hamilton; and in 2003, he
was promoted to senior partner. Van Lee leads Booz Allen Hamilton’s health and not-
for-profit businesses, where he has helped numerous private and public health
organizations and not-for-profit organizations, such as Habitat for Humanity and the
American Cancer society. As an industry expert on strategy implementation, Van Lee
has contributed a number of articles on the topic. His articles have appeared in The
Journal of Business strategy and Business Horizons. Van Lee also co-authored the
book, Megacommunities: How Leaders of Government, Business, and non-profits Can
Tackle Today’s Global Challenges Together. He has appeared on ABC-TV’s “World
news This Morning” and CnBC, and co-led the Urban enterprise Initiative with the
William Jefferson Clinton Foundation, where he focused on driving enhanced
competitiveness for small businesses in Harlem. Van Lee is also a founding member of
the Clinton Global Initiative.

Van Lee’s many recognitions include the 2008 Black engineer of the Year Award and
new York University’s C. Walter nichols Award for community service. He was also
chosen as one of the 2009 Washington Minority Business Leaders by the Washington



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2012_149_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:43:49 pM]

Business Journal. Van Lee served as chairman emeritus of the board of the evidence
Dance Company, trustee of the studio Museum in Harlem, and chairman of the
Washington performing Arts society. In 2008, he was appointed by president Barack
obama to the president’s Committee on the Arts and the Humanities.

reginald Van Lee was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on september 14, 2012.
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