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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Bobby L. Wilson

person

Wilson, Bobby L., 1942-
Alternative Names: Bobby L. Wilson; Dr. Bobby L. Wilson

Life Dates: September 30, 1942-

Place of Birth: Columbus, Mississippi, USA

Residence: Pearland, Texas

Work: Houston, Texas

Occupations: Environmental Chemist;

Biographical Note

Environmental chemist and academic administrator Bobby L. Wilson was born on
September
30, 1942 in Columbus, Mississippi, the eldest child of Lilly Mae Wilson and
Johnny
B. Wilson. After graduating from Hunt High School in 1962, Wilson attended
Alabama
State University where he received his B.S. degree in chemistry. Wilson then
took
a teaching position at Booker T. Washington High School as a chemistry and
physics
teacher until he decided to continue his education in 1970. He received his M.S.
degree in chemistry from Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and did his
doctoral work at Michigan State University where he received his Ph.D. degree in
chemistry
in 1976.

Wilson settled in Houston, Texas, where he became an assistant professor of chemistry
at the historically black Texas Southern University (TSU) in 1976. In 1978, Wilson
became the regional chairman of the National Organization for the Professional
Advancement
of Black Chemists and Chemical Engineers (NOBCChE). After spending
parts of 1982
and 1983 as a visiting research professor at Exxon’s research and
engineering facility
in Baytown, Texas, Wilson returned to TSU to become a full
professor of chemistry
in 1985. One year later, Wilson began his involvement in the
TSU administration,
becoming an associate dean for the College of Arts and Sciences.
By 1987, Wilson
was head of the chemistry department, and during the 1989-1990
school year, he was
the interim dean for the College of Arts and Sciences. Wilson then
became the vice
president for academic affairs in 1990, and in 1992, he was appointed
to provost of
TSU, a position he held until 1994, and again beginning in 1999. From
1996 to 1997,
Wilson was the program director for the Centers of Research Excellence
in Science
and Technology at the National Science Foundation in Washington, D.C.
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Wilson was
named acting president of TSU for a few months in 2006 and again in
2007.

Over the course of his career as an environmental chemist, Wilson has had his research
published dozens of times in addition to publishing two general chemistry textbooks.
He gave over seventy major presentations to his peers, advised dozens of doctoral
theses, held three patents and won numerous research grants from institutions such
as
NASA, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of Energy and the
Egyptian
Government. In 1998, Wilson became a member of NOBCChE’s executive
board, and in
2005, he became chairman. Wilson also served on the executive board of
the Texas
Academy of Science.

Bobby Wilson was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on August 11, 2007.
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