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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Robert James

person

James, Robert E. (Robert Earl)
Alternative Names: Robert James;

Life Dates: November 21, 1946-

Place of Birth: Hattiesburg, Mississippi, USA

Residence: Savannah, GA

Work: Atlanta, GA

Occupations: Bank Executive

Biographical Note

Bank president and entrepreneur Robert Earl James was born on November 21, 1946, in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, to Annie Mae and Jimmie James, Sr. James graduated from
L.J. Rowan High School in 1964, after which he received his B.A. degree in accounting
from Morris Brown College in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1968, James became one of the first
African Americans to be accepted into Harvard Business School.

After obtaining his M.B.A. in 1970, James became President of Carver State Bank in
Savannah, Georgia, one of the oldest African American-owned commercial banks.
During
his thirty-year tenure as President and CEO of Carver State Bank, James
pioneered
the re-development of Atlanta’s inner city as well as helped avert the
financial crisis
of Morris Brown College. In addition, James acted as Chairman of the
National Bankers
Association in 1978 and 1990. From 1981 to 2002, James served on
the board of the
Georgia Telecommunication Authority; he also purchased and revived
The Savannah Tribune (now known as The Tribune). In 1989, James became the owner
and publisher of The Fort Valley Herald; both are publications dedicated to the African
American community.

James was recognized for his work with various honors and awards, including being
named one of the 100 Most Influential Black Americans by Ebony Magazine in 2003,
and being awarded the Distinguished Service Award by the National
Bankers
Association.

James and his wife, Shirley James, who is the editor of The Tribune, lived in Savannah,
Georgia; they raised three children.
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Related Entries

L. J. Rowan High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Grace Love Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Morris Brown College [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Harvard Business School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Citizen and Southern National Bank [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Loan Officer

Carver State Bank [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

President

Armco Steel Corporation [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Accounting Trainee

Omega Psi Phi Fraternity [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Basileus

Mu Phi Epsilon Fraternity [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

President

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Grammateus

Savannah Port Authority [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]

Director
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