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HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Reverend Dr. Mary Ivey

PERSON

Ivey, Mary, 1937-

Alternative Names: Reverend Dr. Mary Ivey;
Life Dates: February 9, 1937-

Place of Birth: Vian, Oklahoma, USA
Residence: Washington, District of Columbia
Work: Washington, District of Columbia
Occupations: Minister; ;

Biographical Note

Reverend Mary Edith Ivey is an accomplished teacher and principal, government
manager, and minister. Ivey was born in Vian, Oklahoma on February 9, 1937, the
youngest of five children born to Boyd Henry, a barber and construction worker, and
Lucy Henry, a domestic and homemaker. She prepared for a career as a teacher, earning
her B.A. degree in 1959 from the College of Oklahoma. She taught for several years in
Lawton, Oklahoma and then spent twelve years as an educator in the Kansas City,
Missouri Public School System - serving as a teacher, student and family home-school
coordinator, head teacher and assistant principal. She attended graduate school at the
University of Missouri and earned her M.A. degree in education from the University of
Oklahoma.

In 1972, Ivey changed careers, becoming the Director of Program Evaluations for the
Model Cities Program in the District of Columbia. She next served as Chief of Mental
Health Planning for the District with her final government position being Chief of Long
Range Planning for the District, before retiring in 1994.

Ivey prepared for the ministry by obtaining her Master’s of Divinity degree in 2001
from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington and her Ph.D. in divinity from
Howard University. She was ordained into the gospel ministry at the historic Shiloh
Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. and at the First Missionary Baptist Church in her
home town of Vian, Okalahoma. She served as an Associate Minister at Shiloh Baptist
before founding her own church—the non-denominational Church of God’s Love. She
is also the founder, President and CEO of Maine Avenue Ministries. Her dissertation
for her Howard University divinity degree was published in 2006—entitled Care Giving
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and Love; Let’s Overcome Violence Everywhere. Ivey’s Maine Avenue Ministries,
founded in 1999 in Washington, D.C. is an umbrella for the World of Spiritual Service
Leadership Scholarship Awards Program, The Institute for Spirituality, Education and
Health and Community Fellowship, the LOVE program (Let’s Overcome Violence
Everywhere), and the Long Term Advocacy Program.

Ivey is a widow—her husband, Monteria Ivey, who was an economist, passed away in
2002. She resides in Washington, D.C.

Ivey was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on November 9, 2006.

Related Entries

The Douglas School [stupentO#]
[from ? to ?]

R. T. Coles Vocational/Junior High School [siuoentOx]
[from ? to ?]

Oklahoma College of Liberal Arts and Sciences [sruoentOrx]
[from ? to ?]

University of Oklahoma [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]
Masters degree

Wesley Theological Seminary [srupextOr|
[from ? to 7]

Master's of Divinity

Howard University School of Divinity [srupextOr]
[from ? to ?]

PhD in Divinity

Church of God's Love [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Founder

Dunbar School [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from ? to ?]

Teacher

Richardson Elementary School [zvirioveeOr]
[from ? to 7]

Teacher, Home School Coordinator, Assistant Principal

Booker T. Washington School [zvrioveeOr]
[from ? to ?]

Principal
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Department of Human Services [evrioveeOr]
[from ? to 1994]

Chief of Mental Health Planning. Chief of Long Range Planning

Model Cities [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 1972 to 7]

Director of Program Evaluations

Maine Avenue Ministries [evrLoveeOr]
[from 1999 to 7]

Founder and CEO

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated [vevserOr]
[from ? to ?]

Member

National Association of Minority Political Families USA [vievserOx]
[from ? to ?]

Founder

Continental Societies, Incorporated [vievserOr|
[from ? to ?]

Member

Metropolitan Women's Democratic Club [vieviserOr]
[from ? to ?]

Member, President

The Links, Inc [memBeROF]
[from ? to ?]

Member

LOVE Program [MEMBEROF|
[from ? to ?]

Founder, Maine Avenue Ministries
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