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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Ronnie Baker Brooks

person

Brooks, ronnie Baker
Alternative Names: ronnie Baker Brooks;

Life Dates: January 23, 1967-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Work: Dolton, IL

Occupations: Blues Musician

Biographical Note

rodney Dion Baker, who performs as ronnie Baker Brooks, was born in Chicago on
January 23, 1967, to Jeannine Baker and Lee Baker, Jr.—better known as legendary
blues singer and guitarist Lonnie Brooks. Brooks has been performing since his ninth
birthday, when his father allowed him to join him on stage at pepper’s Lounge in
Chicago to play “Messin’ with the Kid” and “reconsider Baby.”

After graduating from Hales Franciscan High school in 1985, Brooks worked briefly as
a mail clerk before joining his father’s band in 1986. In 1988, Brooks’ work was
featured on his father’s album, Live from Chicago—Bayou Lightning strikes. He later
appeared on Lonnie Brooks’ satisfaction Guaranteed and the Alligator records 20th
Anniversary Tour, during which he had the opportunity to perform with Koko Taylor,
elvin Bishop, and Lil’ ed Williams. He has since worked with Buddy Guy, Junior
Wells, and Keb’Mo’, among other luminaries.

In 1992, Brooks made his debut as a solo performer, substituting for an ill Lonnie
Brooks at the new orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival. In 1998, real Blues Magazine
selected Brooks as the Best new Blues Artist. since his show at Buddy Guy’s Legends
on new Year’s eve of that year, Brooks has been a solo artist, releasing the albums
Golddigger and Take Me Witcha on Watchdog records, his own Chicago-based label.

Brooks lives in Dolton, Illinois.

Related Entries

Hales Franciscan High School [STuDENTOF]
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[from ? to ?]

Corpus Christi Elementary School [STuDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Self Employed [EMPLOyEEOF]
[from ? to ?]
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