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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Pearl Cleage

person

Cleage, pearl
Alternative Names: pearl Cleage;

Life Dates: December 7, 1948-

Place of Birth: springfield, Massachusetts, UsA

Residence: Atlanta, GA

Occupations: playwright; Fiction Writer

Biographical Note

playwright pearl Michelle Cleage was born on December 7, 1948 in springfield,
Massachusetts. Cleage is the youngest daughter of Doris Graham and Albert B. Cleage
Jr., the founder of the shrine of the Black Madonna. After graduating from the Detroit
public schools in 1966, Cleage enrolled at Howard University, where she studied
playwriting. In 1969, she moved to Atlanta and enrolled at spelman College, married
Michael Lomax and became a mother. she graduated from spelman College in 1971
with a bachelor’s degree in drama.

Cleage has become accomplished in all aspects of her career. As a writer, she has
written three novels: What Looks Like Crazy on an ordinary Day (Avon Books, 1997),
which was an oprah’s Book club selection, a new York Times bestseller, and a
BCALA Literary Award Winner, I Wish I Had a red Dress (Morrow/Avon, 2001), and
some Things I never Thought I’d Do, which was published in 2003. As an essayist,
many of her essays and articles have appeared in magazines such as essence, Ms.,
Vibe, rap pages, and many other publications. examples of these essays include Mad
at Miles and Good Brother Blues. Cleage has written over a dozen plays, some of which
include Flyin’ West, Bourbon at the Border, and Blues for an Alabama sky, which
returned to Atlanta as part of the 1996 Cultural olympiad in conjunction with the 1996
olympic Games. In addition to her writing she has been an activist all her life. starting
at her father’s church, The shrine of the Black Madonna – Cleage has been involved in
the pan-Africanist Movement, Civil rights Movement and Feminist Movement. she
has also been a pioneer in grassroots and community theater.

Cleage is the mother of one daughter, Deignan, the grandmother of one grandson,
Michael, and one granddaughter, Chloe pearl. she is married to Zaron W. Burnett, a
writer with whom she frequently collaborates.
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Related Entries

McMichael Intermediate School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Northwestern High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Durfee Elementary School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Howard university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Spelman College [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

The King Center [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Researcher

Southern Education Program [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Recruiter

WXIA-TV [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Producer

City of Atlanta [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1974 to 1978]

Press Secretary

The Alliance Theatre [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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