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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Iva Carruthers

person

Carruthers, Iva e., 1945-
Alternative Names: Iva Carruthers;

Life Dates: April 5, 1945-

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, UsA

Residence: Chicago, Illinois

Work: Chicago, Illinois

Occupations: sociologist

Biographical Note

noted educator and social advocate Iva A. Carruthers was born on April 5, 1945, in
Chicago, Illinois. Carruthers attended the University of Illinois at Chicago, graduating
in 1967 with B.A. degrees in sociology and French. After completing her undergraduate
studies, Carruthers enrolled at northwestern University in evanston, Illinois, receiving
both an M.A. in counselor education and a ph.D. in sociology in 1972.

After finishing graduate school, Carruthers became a professor of sociology at
northeastern Illinois University in Chicago. In 1979, while still teaching, Carruthers
founded nexus Unlimited, an information and educational technology firm, and served
as the company's president.

Carruthers has also become well known for using her ministry as a vehicle for
addressing social issues, particularly those involving people of African descent both
here and abroad. she authored The Church and reparations - An African American
perspective, which was distributed at the 2001 United nations World Conference
Against racism, racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and related Intolerance, where
she also served as a delegate. In December of that year, Carruthers became president of
the Urban outreach Foundation, a nonprofit, interdenominational organization that
assists African and African American communities with education, healthcare and
community development.

Carruthers is a recipient of numerous awards, honors, and postdoctoral fellowships,
such as the 1999 Life Achievement Award from northeastern Illinois University; the
2000 Woman entrepreneur of the Year Award, from the national Foundation of
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Women Legislators and the small Business Administration; and ebony's outstanding
Mother Award for Mentoring in 2001. she is a frequent guest speaker at the national
and international level, an author and editor of numerous publications, and serves as a
trustee for several organizations, including the Chicago Theological seminary and the
John Henrik Clarke Institute for African research. In 2001, she received a master's
degree in theological studies from Garrett evangelical Theological seminary in
evanston, Illinois.

A widow of the late ralph Wells, Carruthers is the mother of two sons.
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