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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Paul Adams, III

person

Adams, paul, III, 1940-
Alternative Names: paul Adams, III;

Life Dates: september 14, 1940-

Place of Birth: Montgomery, Alabama, UsA

Residence: Chicago, IL

Work: Chicago, IL

Occupations: High school principal

Biographical Note

Born september 14, 1940, paul Joseph Adams III learned the value of education from
his parents, patsy Lois and paul Adams, Jr., who enrolled him in private elementary and
high schools in his hometown of Montgomery, Alabama. After receiving a B.A. from
Alabama state University, Adams moved north to Chicago, where he worked in mental
health education while earning his M.A. in psychology from northeastern Illinois
University.

In 1971, Adams was hired as director of guidance for providence-st. Mel school, a
private Catholic high school in Chicago. He became the school's principal a year later.
When the Archdiocese of Chicago withdrew funding for the school in 1978, Adams
spearheaded a national campaign to raise money for the school. In response to his
publicity-seeking efforts and the support of the providence-st. Mel students and
community, the school received local and national media attention. Donations poured in
from across the country, and Adams transitioned providence-st. Mel into a not-for-
profit independent school.

At providence-st. Mel, Adams focused on developing a strong academic standard while
enforcing strict disciplinary codes. To guarantee the safety of his students, he moved
into the vacant convent inside the school to ward off thieves and vandals. His
dedication became legendary and during the next two decades, Adams successfully
transformed providence-st. Mel into a premier learning institution for African
American students.

since 1996, Adams has served as president of providence-st. Mel school, managing an
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annual budget in excess of $6 million. He is still very active in planning the curriculum
for the school, which has expanded to include elementary and middle grades. Under
Adams' leadership, every one of providence-st. Mel's graduating seniors has been
accepted to institutions of higher learning.

Adams has received numerous awards for his efforts, including the McDonald's
education Achievement Award, the African-American Male Image Award, the rozell
r. nesbitt Community education Award, and four honorary doctorates. Adams was
named an American Hero in education by reader's Digest and was voted Man of the
Year by the Chicago Urban League.

Related Entries

Alabama State University Laboratory School [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

College Prep (1953)

Southern Normal School [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

College Prep (1957)

Alabama State University [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Bachelor of Arts (1962)

Northeastern Illinois University [STUDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Master of Arts, Psychology (1968)

Providence St. Mel High School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

President

Providence St. Mel High School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Principal & founder

Providence St. Mel High School [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Guidance Counselor Director

Jack-in-the-Box Restaurant (1969 - 1972) [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Proprietor & Manager

Chicago State Hospital [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Principal

Chicago State Hospital [EMPLOyEEOf]
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[from ? to ?]

Teacher

Providence-St. Mel Board of Trustees [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

founder & Chairman, Member

Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, Incorporated [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member

Oxford Tradition Teacher's Seminar [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Plenary Speaker

President Reagan's Advisory Council on Private Sector Initiatives [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

Member
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