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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Ruth Brett Quarles

person

Quarles, ruth Brett, 1914-2007
Alternative Names: ruth Brett Quarles;

Life Dates: november 23, 1914-January 16, 2007

Place of Birth: Winton, north Carolina, UsA

Residence: Mitchellville, Maryland

Occupations: Academic Administrator

Biographical Note

ruth Brett Quarles devoted her life to working with others. Born november 23, 1914 in
Winton, north Carolina, as the second of seven children, her mother was a homemaker
and her father, an independent farmer. After graduating as valedictorian of her high
school class, Quarles attended shaw University, where she earned her A.B. in 1935 and
graduated the top of her class. she earned her M.A. from the Hartford seminary
Foundation the following year, and later returned to school, earning an ed.D. from
Columbia University in 1945.

Quarles began her professional career in 1936 as assistant to the dean of women at
spelman College. In 1938, she became the dean of women at Dillard University, and in
1942, the dean of students at Bennett College. In 1944, she took a position as the
associate personnel director at Tuskegee Institute, and in 1949, she became a volunteer
with the American Friends service Committee at the University of Munich, where she
worked with displaced German refugees in the aftermath of World War II. Quarles was
named the dean of students at Fisk University in 1951, and in 1956, she went to Morgan
state University, where she remained until her retirement in 1980. While at Morgan
state, she held a variety of posts, including serving as the coordinator of student
personnel services and the director of counseling and academic advising.

Quarles’ career involvement included being the first African American to sit on the
Commission on education of Women, as well as serving on the national board of
directors of the YWCA of America and the national Association of Women Deans and
Counselors (nAWDAC). In 1982, nAWDAC sponsored the ruth Brett symposium at
the University of Maryland to celebrate her long career and dedication to service.
Quarles has been listed in Who’s Who Among American Women, Who’s Who Among
Black Americans and Who’s Who Among American College and University
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Administrators. she was married to the late historian and scholar Benjamin A. Quarles,
who passed away in 1996.

Quarles passed away on January 16, 2007.

Quarles was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on november 11, 2003.

Related Entries

C.S. Brown High School [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Shaw university [STuDENTOf]
[from ? to ?]

Spelman College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1936 to 1938]

Assistant to the Dean of Women

Dillard university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 196909 to 197006]

Dean of Women

Bennett College [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1986 to 1999]

Dean of Students

Tuskegee university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1990 to 1991]

Associate Personnel Director

American friends Service Committee [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1949 to 1951]

Volunteer

fisk university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from ? to ?]

Dean of Students

Morgan State university [EMPLOyEEOf]
[from 1973 to 1987]

Coordinator of Student Personnel Services and Director of Counseling and
Academic Advising

yWCA of uSA [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

National Association of Women Deans, Administrators, and Counselors [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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CORE [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]

American Personnel and Guidance Association [MEMBEROf]
[from ? to ?]
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