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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable
DeLawrence
Beard

person

Beard, DeLawrence, 1937-
Alternative Names: The Honorable DeLawrence Beard;

Life Dates: December 26, 1937-

Place of Birth: Okolona, Arkansas, USA

Residence: Potomac, MD

Occupations: Circuit Court Judge

Biographical Note

The Honorable DeLawrence Beard was born in Okolona, Arkansas, on December 26,
1937.
Graduating from high school in 1956, Beard joined the Navy, and served until
1959,
when he was honorably discharged. He then enrolled in the University of
Missouri,
where he received a B.A. in political science in 1964. Beard began law school
at Missouri
in 1964, but withdrew a year later. He would later go on to enter the
University of
Baltimore School of Law in 1967, earning a J.D. in 1970. In 1977, Beard
graduated
from the Georgetown University Law Center with an LL.M.

After earning his B.A., Beard joined IBM Corporation in Washington, D.C., where he
was a senior marketing representative. Even after earning his law degree, Beard stayed
on with IBM, finally going on to practice law in 1974. That year, he began as a
prosecutor,
first in juvenile court, and the next year, moving to felony cases. By 1978,
Beard
had moved to the position of senior assistant state's attorney for Montgomery
County,
Maryland, supervising a team of attorneys and prosecuting serious offenses.
Continuing
his climb, Beard became a judge in the District Court for Montgomery
County in 1982,
and in 1984 became an associate judge to the Sixth Judicial Circuit of
Maryland, which
is also the appellate court. In 1996, Beard advanced to the position of
chief judge
for the Sixth Judicial Circuit Court, where he remains today.

Beard is also currently an adjunct professor of law at both the University of Maryland
and American University in Washington, D.C. He has lectured to incarcerated
individuals,
giving them advice on life skills. Beard is a member of several Bar
Associations and
has received a Governor's Citation in 1998 for meritorious service to
the state of
Maryland.



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2003_092_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:35:45 pM]

Beard is married to Lillian, a pediatrician.

Related Entries

Cole Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Cote Brilliante Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Baltimore [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

J.D.

Charles H. Sumner High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Missouri [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.A.

Georgetown University Law Center [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

LL.M.

McDonnell Aircraft [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Lathe operator

Human Development Corporation [employeeOf]
[from ? to 1965]

George Washington University [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Adjunct Professor

Washington College of Law--American University. [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Adjunct Professor

University of Maryland, College Park [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Adjunct Professor

Mueller's [employeeOf]
[from 1956 to ?]

Clerk



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2003_092_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:35:45 pM]

Remmert and Werner [employeeOf]
[from 1956 to 1956]

Custodian

United States Navy [employeeOf]
[from 1957 to 1960]

Sailor

Internal Revenue Service [employeeOf]
[from 1964 to ?]

IBM [employeeOf]
[from 1965 to 1973]

Senior Marketing Representative

Montgomery County, Maryland [employeeOf]
[from 1978 to ?]

Senior Assistant State's Attorney

Montgomery County District Court [employeeOf]
[from 1983 to ?]

Judge

Maryland Sixth Judicial Circuit Court [employeeOf]
[from 1984 to ?]

Associate Judge

Maryland Sixth Judicial Circuit Court [employeeOf]
[from 1996 to ?]

Chief Judge
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