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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Warrick L. Carter

person

Carter, Warrick L.
Alternative Names: Warrick L. Carter;

Life Dates: May 6, 1942-July 15, 2017

Place of Birth: Charlottesville, Virginia, UsA

Residence: sanford, FL

Work: IL

Occupations: Academic Administrator; College president

Biographical Note

Warrick Carter was born in Charlottesville, Virginia, on May 6, 1942, the second of
four children. Attending Tennessee state University in nashville, Carter earned a B.s.
in music education in 1964, followed by advanced study in percussion at the Blair
Academy of Music at TsU from 1964 to 1965. Carter earned his master's degree in
music from Michigan state University in 1966, and a ph.D. in music education from the
school in 1970.

Carter began his career in education in 1964, teaching instrumental music and working
as the band director at Alton park Junior High in Chattanooga, Tennessee. In 1966, he
became an assistant professor of music at the University of Maryland, eastern shore. In
1971, Carter was selected to be one of the inaugural leaders of Governors state
University in park Forest, Illinois, as a professor of music. Carter was promoted to the
position of coordinator of the Division of Fine and performing Arts in 1976, and in
1979, to division chairman. In 1984, Carter was hired as provost and vice president of
academic affairs at the Berklee College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts. After
twelve years at Berklee, Carter became the director of entertainment arts for Walt
Disney entertainment, where he was responsible for managing all internship programs,
education and performance opportunities for college students at all of Disney's global
parks. Carter was hired by Columbia College of Chicago as president in 2000.

Carter wrote extensively about music, as well as performed at such venues as the 7th
Annual International Jazz Festival in Montreaux, switzerland. In 1996, Carter was
inducted into the International Jazz educators Hall of Fame. That same year, Walt
Disney established a scholarship in his name. He was listed in Who's Who in Black
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America and served on a number of boards of directors, including the International
House of Blues Foundation and the new orleans Center for the Creative Arts. Carter
and his wife, Laurel, lived in Chicago.

Carter passed away on July 15, 2017 at age 75.
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