Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Barbara Farmer

PERSON

Farmer, Barbara, 1946-

Alternative Names: Barbara Farmer;

Life Dates: February 16, 1946-

Place of Birth: Newport News, Virginia, USA

Residence: Boalsburg, PA

Occupations: Elementary School Principal; Education Professor
Biographical Note

Elementary school principal and education professor Barbara W. Farmer was born in
Newport News, Virginia on February 16, 1946 to Rebecca and John Wilson. After
graduating from Huntington High School in Newport News in 1963, she went on to
earn her B.S. degree in business education from Hampton University in 1967. Farmer
worked as an English teacher at Campbell County High School in Lynchburg, Virginia
for one year. She married Edgar 1. Farmer in 1968 and moved back to Hampton,
Virginia where she taught business education at Kecoughtan High School from 1968
until 1974. Farmer continued teaching at various schools and community colleges,
mostly in North Carolina, until 1994. She went on to receive her M.S. degree in
education administration and supervision from North Carolina A & T State University,
and her Ph.D. degree in educational leadership from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

In 1997, she became the first African American principal hired in the State College,
Pennsylvania area school district. Farmer has also served as professor at Pennsylvania
State University and hosted several shows. She is the former host of “What Matters” (a
call-in television/radio show about diversity issues) and an “Issues Program” on WPSU
Inside/Out series. Farmer’s research interests include organizational structures of
teachers in traditional and magnet schools, cultural diversity initiatives, and leadership
initiatives. In 2007, she co-edited Diversity in America: Visions of the Future, a
textbook that discusses various issues of diversity. She also contributed a chapter to
Leading with Character.

Farmer has served as a member of the Committees That Care/ Care Partnership
Education Committee for Centre County, the Minority Policing Committee Community
Task Force for Center County, a chairperson for the Professional Development
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Committee for the State College Area School District, and a chairperson for the ACT
48 Professional Recertification Committee. Farmer sat on the board of Leadership for
Center Centre County, United Way of Centre County, and the Centre County Women’s
Resource Center. Her hard work and dedication have been recognized with numerous
honors

Farmer and her husband have three children: Becky, Eric, and Edgar, Jr.

Barbara W. Farmer was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on 12/01/2002.

Related Entries

Huntington High School [sTUDENTOF]
[from ? to ?]

Booker T. Washington Middle School [srupextOr]
[from ? to 7]

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill [srupentOr]
[from ? to ?]

North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University [stupextOr]
[from ? to 7]

Campbell COllIlty High School [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from ? to ?]
Teacher

Kecoughtan High School [EMPLOYEEOF]
[from 2005 to 2007]

Teacher

Houserville/Lemont Elementary Schools [eviriovecOr]
[from 1997 to 7]

Principal
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