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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with Robert Pickens

person

Pickens, Robert, 1943-
Alternative Names: Robert Pickens;

Life Dates: February 2, 1943-April 12, 2018

Place of Birth: Chicago, Illinois, USA

Occupations: Football Player; Wrestler

Biographical Note

Robert James Pickens was born on February 2, 1943 to Sarah Wilson and Nathanial
Pickens
in Chicago, Illinois and grew up in Evanston, Illinois. After graduating from
Evanston
Township High School in 1962, Pickens was the first African American to
represent
America in wrestling in the 1964 Olympics. He placed sixth in the Greco-
Roman division.

Continuing his career in sports, Pickens played football as an offensive tackle for
the
Chicago Bears from 1967 to 1969. He earned a B.S. in Business Administration
from
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1969 and then spent a year playing for
the
Edmonton Eskimos in the Canadian Football League while working as the Assistant
Personnel Director for Foote, Cone and Belding-an advertising agency. In 1970, he
began an 18-year career with Sears, Roebuck and Company in which he was eventually
promoted to toy department buyer.

In 1988, Pickens left Sears to become the owner and managing director of Rainbow
Classics,
Inc., a Hong Kong-based trading company dealing in toys and sundry items.
In 1991,
Pickens became the president and owner of Merrill Associates, Ltd. and the
construction
coordinator for DJP Development and Consulting, a family-owned
business. In addition
to his professional duties, Pickens began serving as a Chicago
Park District commissioner
in 2000.

Pickens never left sports behind: he served as an official for the Big 10 Football
Conference between 1976 and 1989, and co-founded a mentoring group of retired
professional
athletes called Team Up, Inc. in 1985. He held the position of national
steering
committee president of the National Football League Players Association and
president
of the National Football League Retired Players Association's Chicago
Chapter and
worked with youth through the Better Boys Foundation and the Boys and
Girls Clubs
of America. Pickens had two adult children, and married Judith Jamison in
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2002.

Pickens passed away on April 12, 2018 at age 75.

Related Entries

Evanston Township High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Foster Elementary School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

Haven Junior High School [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Wisconsin-Madison [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

University of Nebraska Omaha [studentOf]
[from ? to ?]

B.S. in business administration

Foote, Cone and Belding [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Assistant Personnel Director

DJP Development and Consulting [employeeOf]
[from ? to ?]

Construction Coordinator

Chicago Bears [employeeOf]
[from 1975 to 1975]

Football Player

Sears Roebuck & Company [employeeOf]
[from 1995 to ?]

Big 10 Conference [employeeOf]
[from 2015 to 2019]

Football Official

Rainbow Classics [employeeOf]
[from 1988 to ?]

Owner and Managing Director

Merrill Associates [employeeOf]
[from 1991 to ?]

President and Owner



file:///192.168.19.4/Company/HM%20Interviews/Finding%20Aids/eAC/html/A2002_089_eAC.html[5/30/2023 7:33:57 pM]

National Football League Retired Players Association [memberOf]
[from ? to ?]
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