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Biographical Description for The
HistoryMakers® Video Oral History
with The Honorable Leander Shaw

person

shaw, Leander, Jr., 1930-2015
Alternative Names: The Honorable Leander shaw;

Life Dates: september 6, 1930-December 14, 2015

Place of Birth: salem, Virginia, UsA

Residence: Tallahassee, FL

Occupations: state supreme Court Judge

Biographical Note

Florida supreme Court Justice Leander shaw, Jr. was born on september 6, 1930, in
salem, Virginia. His mother was a high school teacher and his father a high school
principal, who later became the dean of Graduate studies at Florida A&M University.
shaw earned a B.A. from West Virginia state College in 1952. After graduating, shaw
entered the Army and served in the Korean conflict as an artillery officer. Motivated by
the blatant racism he experienced in the military and inspired by the burgeoning Civil
rights Movement in the south, shaw returned to school, and received his J.D. degree
from Howard University's school of Law in 1957.

shaw taught at Florida A&M University's Law school from 1957 to 1960 before
entering private practice. While continuing private practice, shaw also worked as both
an assistant public defender and an assistant state's attorney in Jacksonville, Florida. His
skill as a prosecutor was evident in his win/loss record: he prosecuted forty-two murder
cases, only losing once. In 1979, shaw was appointed to the bench, and presided over
Florida's First District Court of Appeal. Just four years later, shaw received an
appointment as a Justice of the supreme Court of Florida, where he served as the Chief
Justice from 1990 to 1992. shaw openly opposed Florida's continued use of the electric
chair. In response to the 1999 execution of Allen Lee "Tiny" Davis, shaw posted three-
color photos taken after the event on his web site.

shaw served on a number of advisory boards and was a member of various professional
and community associations, including the American Bar Association, the national
Center for state Courts, and Florida's Human relations Council and police Advisory
Committee. shaw's work extended into the international sphere as well. In september
of 1991, he presented a paper at the Conference of Attorneys General of the African
nations held in nigeria. He was granted honorary degrees from West Virginia state
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(LL.D.), Florida International University (ph.D.), nova University (LL.D), and
Washington and Lee University (LL.D.) and was the recipient of such prestigious
awards as the Florida Humanist of the Year (1991), and the Ben Franklin Award
(1992).

supreme Court Justice Leander shaw, Jr. was interviewed by The HistoryMakers on
April 19, 2002.

shaw passed away on December 25, 2015.
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